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SUBJECT: EDITORIAL ON U.S. ROLE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

1 . ENGLISH LANGUAGE BUSINESS TIMES CARRIED EDITORIAL ENTITLED 
"THE PROBLEM OF AMNISEA"(SIC) WHICH CRITICIZED U.S. FOR INATTENTION 
TO SOUTHEAST ASIA. AMNISEA IS AN ACRONYM THOUGHT UP BY 
MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS GHAZALI SHAFIE STANDING FOR THE 
AMERICAN ATTITUDE OF NON-INVOLVEMENT IN SOUTHEAST ASIA. AS 
EVIDENCE OF THIS, THE EDITORIAL MENTIONED THE LOW-LEVEL USG 
ATTENDANCE AT THE ASIA SOCIETY MEETING IN SEPTEMBER AS CONTRASTED 
WITH PRIME MINISTER HUSSEIN'S PRESENCE THERE. EDITORIAL 
CONTINUED BY NOTING THAT DESPITE THE HIGH LEVELS OF U.S. 

TRADE AND INVESTMENT IN THE REGION, THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE THAT 
THE U.S. WAS MAKING ANY REAL EFFORT TO PROMOTE CLOSER TIES. 
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PARTICULAR MENTION WAS MADE OF THE ASEAN MEETINGS IN MANILA WHICH 
THE EDITORIAL CATEGORIZED AS ENDING IN "AGREEMENTS TO DISAGREE," 

WITH THE U.S. TURNING DOWN ASEAN'S REQUESTS FOR SUPPORT OF THE 
INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS AND FOR COMMODITY PRICE STABILIZATION AGREEMENTS. 
EDITORIAL CONCLUDED THAT DESPITE DISAPPOINTMENTS, ASEAN STILL 
LOOKS UPON U.S. AS FIRM FRIEND AND HAS CONFIDENCE THAT U.S. 

LEADERSHIP IS STRONG ENOUGH TO OVERCOME "PASSING PROBLEMS." 
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2. COMMENT: WHILE IT IS UNLIKELY THAT THIS EDITORIAL WAS 
INSPIRED BY GOM, IT NO DOUBT DOES REFLECT DEEPLY HELD CONCERNS 
ON PART OF SOME SENIOR OFFICIALS AS TO U.S. INTENTIONS (AND 
INTEREST) IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, CONCERNS THEY STILL HAVE DESPITE 
OUR BEST RHETORIAL EFFORTS. 

MILLER 
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